Case Study No. 1

One Man’s Opinion

Mr. Akbaor Ali is a farmer and an ex-member of the Union Parishad. He lives in the Borohor FCD subproject area, of Ullapara Upazila, Sirajganj District. In a meeting he said, ‘I think women are living behind due to lack of education, social and religious pressure and restrictions on women’s mobility. I strongly feel that WMCA women members need training on how to speak in public. They also need to learn how to discuss their problems with others. This will help the male community to understand women’s perspective. Women must have proper employment to improve their economic condition. That will increase their status in the community. In these ways more women would be able to come forward’.

Discussion Points
- Have you yourself ever heard men in the field express similar ideas?

- Of the various restrictions on women that he mentioned, which one do you think is most important?

- Do you agree with his opinions? Please explain why or why not?

